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THE THREE PEAKS CHALLENGE – A COMBINED EFFORT

For the uninitiated, the National Three Peaks is a UK wide challenge that involves the scaling of the three
highest peaks in Scotland, England and Wales in twenty four hours: Ben Nevis (1343m), Scafell (977m)
and Snowdon (1085m).

The next question to be answered is how did a man of 56 agree to this act of insanity. I could say it was a
selfless act of dedication to the Regiment and the Museum or a wish to rate amongst those who have
achieved the accolade of the National Three Peaks. But alas.....it was probably more to do with the fact
that some form of mid life crisis has come about and I am trying to prove I am as young as ever. More
seriously, the aim of the challenge was to raise funds for three causes, the Fusilier Aid Society, the
Fusilier Museum and Fusilier Memorial in the National Arboretum near Nottingham.

The Team to consisted of twelve soldiers from the 1st Battalion, The Royal Regiment of Fusiliers (1RRF)
lead by WO1 RSM ‘Dell’ Snelling, WO2 Brunskill and CSgt Tarbuck and the two drivers of the military
minibuses and the civilian Team of five lead Colonel Brian Gorski. The military team consisted of a strong
contingent from Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers led by *** attached to 1RRF and ** Fusiliers.

The Fusilier Team Prior to the Ben Nevis Ascent

The team assembled in two components down south on Friday 22nd July and following one of the worst
road journeys along both the M6 and M1 met at Warcop Camp near Penrith for the overnight stay in the
salubrious accommodation provided by Her Majesty. The journey progressed the following morning on to
Ben Nevis where the team re-assembled at the base of Ben Nevis where the above photograph was
taken. Readers will note that Colonel Gorski is suitably attired in the kilt of the Lorne Scots as part of a
pledge from LCol Bill Adcock. En route to Ben Nevis, Colonel Gorski’s sister was picked up who opted to
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stay in 5 star accommodations rather than ‘at Her Majesties pleasure’! She was also participating in the
challenge.

So 5 Star or Quarter Star

The starting pistol was fired at the foot of Ben Nevis at 1700the contingent being split into 4 teams, three
military and 1 civilian. The total climb to the top of Ben Nevis is 4409ft. The climb was physically
demanding but greatly rewarding. The weather was perfect and the views across the various mountains
and glens were superb. The first Peak was achieved in one hour and ten minutes and the team was
down in 45 minutes. Colonel Gorski was up in 2.5 hours and down in 1 hour but the slower ascent was
probably something to do with the continual photo opportunities, especially with the fairer sex.

The Long Road UP

In the words of Colonel Gorski ‘the kilt was the best bird puller he had ever experienced’. However, one
climber was very confused when he thought the hiking sticks on one of the teams rucksacks were
bagpipes. He was expecting Highland Cathedral to be played at the summit!! The first teams comprising
of the Fusiliers were back in the minibuses preparing themselves for the journey to the North West at
2010hrs. The slower teams were ready by 2200hrs.


